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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JOHN ELLIOTT LEIGHTON SHEDS LIGHT ON FLORIDA'’S #3 RANKING
FOR INADEQUATE SECURITY CLAIMS

“Sex, Drugs & Violence” Negligent Premises Security Litigation
Seminar Gives Insight to
Tactics in Investigating and Trying Cases

MIAMI, FL — October 20, 2009 — John Elliott Leighton presented today a seminar on
Negligent Premises Security Litigation in Florida at Miami’s InterContinental Hotel. Entitled
“Sex, Drugs & Violence: Negligent Premises Security Litigation,” his presentation covered
strategies and tactics in investigating, litigating and trying premises security cases, as well
as case law, relevant statutes, codes and ordinances. The seminar was attended by more
than 130 professionals. Mr. Leighton is the Managing Partner of Leighton Law, P.A., a
personal injury law firm with offices in Miami and Orlando.

“The field of inadequate security litigation has exploded in the last two decades,” said Mr.
Leighton. “Considered the ‘product liability case of the new millennium,” premises security
cases have increased in number and value.”

Florida has been the number three state for inadequate security claims (behind Texas and
New York but ahead of California). In 1994 Miami was the number one city for overall crime
per 1000 residents, ahead of virtually all other metropolitan areas. Broward County ranked
third in the country in crime, making crime — and inadequate security litigation — a growth
industry. In 2008 there was one violent crime every 4 minutes and 11 seconds in Florida.

According to a study by Liability Consultants Inc., the average settlement in a rape security
case is $600,000, and the average verdict in the same type of case is $1.75 million. The
average verdict in an assault in a hotel or motel is $254,850, with 25% totaling $1 million or
more.

The Seminar was moderated by Matthew Seth Sarelson, Esq., of Sarelson Law Firm, P.A.,
and provided three General CLE credits, with two eligible toward Criminal or Civil Trial
Certification.

Mr. Leighton is Chairman of The Academy of Trial Advocacy, chairs the Inadequate
Security Litigation Group of the American Association for Justice/Association of Trial
Lawyers of America, and serves on the board of trustees of the National College of

Advocacy. He is past Chairman of the Association of Trial Lawyers Motor Vehicle,
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Highway and Premises Liability Section. He is the author of Litigating Premises Security
Cases (Thomson West), a two volume text on handling negligent security cases.

About Leighton Law, P.A.

Leighton Law is a personal injury law firm which represents individuals who have been
seriously injured or have lost loved ones due to the negligence of others. Founding partner
John Elliott Leighton is a Florida Bar board certified civil trial lawyer with 24 years of
experience in litigating and trying complex and catastrophic cases in all state and federal
courts, including: personal injury and wrongful death; medical malpractice; violent
crime/negligent premises security; trucking and motor vehicle crash; nursing home neglect;
product liability; aviation disaster; cruise ship and maritime; commercial litigation; and other
civil cases.

Mr. Leighton is Chairman of The Academy of Trial Advocacy, chairs the Inadequate
Security Litigation Group of the American Association for Justice/Association of Trial
Lawyers of America, and serves on the board of trustees of the National College of
Advocacy. He is past Chairman of the Association of Trial Lawyers Motor Vehicle, Highway
and Premises Liability Section. Mr. Leighton is listed in The Best Lawyers in America,
Florida SuperLawyers™, Florida Trend Magazine’s Florida Legal Elite™, and South Florida
Legal Guide’s “Top Lawyers.”

For more information, contact:
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